Evidence for Defence.
Herbert Rome Armstrong
Why did yon want to consult your solicitor before you should
say anything further 1—I was mad with haying found this little
packet, and I was not at all sure how it would affect my defence.
Tou have told us already that you realised then when you
found the packet that what you have stated was wrong. Let me
read it to you—" What I there said as to how I boiled and used
the arsenic bought in July, 1921, is wrong; I had mixed it up
with the 1919 lot; I confused it in my mind. I made the state-
ment before rny arrest voluntarily, then I was arrested, and later
I saw the little packet and remembered that what I had stated was
wrong; I decided to say nothing further until I had seen my
solicitor. Before the police left my office I realised that I could
have told them where to find the white arsenic at Mayfield." All
that is right?—That is quite right.
Cross-examination continued—You knew that that little packet
would require explanation, did you not?—Obviously.
You realised that that packet being found in your pocket
raised an awkward situation for you, did you not?—Yes, I have
been a magistrates' clerk for sixteen years. I remember that this
case was heard at the Police Court on the 9th, 10th, llth, 12th,
19th, and 24th January, and 3rd, 9th, and 17th February. Mr.
Davies, the chemist, was called before the magistrates in my
presence, also Hird, his assistant. I did not hear any question
put to either Mr. Davies or to Mr. Hird that the arsenic sold in
January, 1921, had never been coloured.
Then in no way was any suggestion made throughout the whole
of the proceedings before the magistrates that there was in exist-
ence this other packet of white arsenic?—No.
And the fact was never disclosed until one day last week
in this Court ?—I think that is correct.
Then may I take it from you first that the statement that
you made to the police before they left was to your knowledge
untrue?—The original statement that was made before arrest waa
incorrect.
And you determined, although you remembered all about it,
to say nothing about the white arsenic to the police who were still
present in your room?—I had told my solicitor, and the conduct
of the case was left in his hands.
I am speaking of the afternoon in your office on the 31st
December. You decided at that time that you would leave the
matter of the knowledge of this white arsenic and the inaccuracy
of that statement as it was while the police were still in your office ?
—While they were in my office, yes.
Re-examined by Sir H. curtis bennett—I had not the re-
motest idea upon the 31st December that the police were coming
to see me. When they did come I volunteered to make the state-
ment which was taken down, and that statement at the time I
was making it was, to the best of my recollection, a true state-
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